This week, let us remember the words of Dr. Rosalie Bertell, scientist, author, Grey Nun and president of the International Institute of Concern for Public Health:


"It seems that many of the world's governments, including our own, are addicted to violence as a way to solve international problems. They suffer from ever increasing military budgets which rarely make us more secure.

"While most members of the global family do without, governments squander money and resources on arms, just the way alcoholics squander family resources on booze.  "Let's make sure the Canadian government provides proper benefits for its military personnel but let's not let it get away with increased spending on weapons and military training."

--------------------------------------


Make Your Own

Many Canadians have been making their own poppies as a way of honouring diversity.   Recycled or natural materials are most suitable.  You could put a safety pin through a bit of cardboard, and cut out the poppy from this brochure to paste on.


For more information or a sample homemade white poppy please contact 

Jan Slakov, 135 Deer Park Rd., Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 1P5 (250) 537-5251 janslakov@shaw.com 


This White Poppy Campaign is 

co-sponsored by:

Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, Toronto

Conscience Canada

Canadian Voice of Women for Peace
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Remembering the Causes    and Costs of War 


Fred H. Knelman, WW II veteran from Victoria, B.C. says:

"I want peace and security for Canadians and the whole world. This is one reason why I will be wearing a white poppy for Remembrance Day, as well as a red one.
"I want not only to remember those who have fought and suffered as soldiers but to rededicate myself to preventing war and ending militarism. I also want to remember that 95% of the casualties in contemporary wars are civilians."
Back in 1933, the Women's co-operative Guild in England chose to wear white poppies to symbolize their commitment to work for peace and to end their
acquiescence to militarism.

The tradition is being adopted in many other communities now too. Many people are choosing to wear red poppies to remember veterans and white poppies to remember civilian casualties.   Both symbols serve to renew their commitment to work for peace and to remember the true costs and causes of war.

Marion Frank, WWII veteran and member of VANA (Veterans Against Nuclear Arms) reflects on the linkage between September 11 and Remembrance Day.

"We grieve for the victims of September 11, just as we grieve for the women and men who gave their lives as combatants in World War ll and wars past and present. We grieve also for the countless millions of women and men and young people who have perished in the collateral destruction of human life in war, and in the violence of terrorism, whether initiated by a state, or a group or an individual.
"But our grief is not a call for war. Let not this grieving be seized on and made a reason to pursue wars without end.

"The white poppy reflects the many ongoing initiatives to break the cycle of violence, and gives an opportunity to rededicate ourselves in the fight for
world peace, common security and social justice. As a symbol of resistance it can help take us down the path that can rid us of war forever."

The late Eric Fawcett, Founding President of Science for Peace, supported the white poppy campaign, adding:

"Financial warfare, the deliberate  undermining of regional economies, kills people and cripples even more lives than the hot wars that inevitably follow. The concept of 'financial warfare' refers to the grinding poverty in which up to half the human race lives in poor countries that are loaded with huge debts that can never be paid. And now with free market economies being forced on Asian countries, the former Soviet Union and East Europe, we see major nations like Russia and Indonesia falling into the same morass."


Bruna Nota, past president of WILPF (Women's International League for Peace
and Freedom), hopes that the white  poppy tradition will help us arrive at a new way of viewing security. "We are like the people who created a whole science based on the false premise that the earth is flat. We are operating on the false premise that security is guaranteed by military forces and preparedness. In fact, only by a just sharing of all resources can provide
the security in which we can care for each other in trusting and responsible communities."


