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FOCUS

a) peace, not as an absence of war and violence, but as a way of life that makes war and violence obsolete

b) to honour those who died, without the glorification of death or the sacrifice of life

ACTIVITIES

DAY 1 

1. Brainstorm with class the names of the major belief systems. (NOTE: this is different from religion)

2. Add all the remaining from the list of 16. (See end of lesson for complete list )

3. Give a brief description of each major belief system OR have students research one each or in pairs.

 DAY 2

4. List all faiths and have students, singly or in pairs, select a faith.  Ensure that each system is taken.

5. Each student/pair of students is issued a large poster board, a symbol for their faith/belief system, information regarding what their belief system says about peace and how it suggests peace may be achieved.

6. Each student/pair creates a poster for Remembrance Day Assembly. (Print name of belief system in large letters across top of poster, place representative symbol in centre of poster and, on either side of symbol, information under the following headings – ABOUT PEACE, HOW TO HAVE PEACE)

7. Arrange posters in alphabetical order and numbered from #1 – 16.  On back of posters, print the following words in very large letters:

       “Oh –(back of poster #1), Divine  - (back of poster #2) Spirit (poster #3), let (#4) there (#5)

         be (#6) peace (#7) and (#8) let (#9) it  (#10) begin (#11) with (#12) the (#13) way (#14) 

         I choose (#15) to live (#16).

REMEMBRANCE DAY ASSEMBLY

8. Students enter assembly/gym, numbered –16, one poster at a time, carrying poster in front of them.  They face the audience, showing poster, announcing the name of their belief system and reading or reciting information “About Peace” and “How to Have Peace.” (Arrange belief systems in alphabetical order and have students enter in this manner, arranging themselves in a large arc in front of audience)

9. After the last poster, Zoroastrian, has been shared with audience, all posters are turned around to reveal the statement, “Oh, Divine Spirit, let there be peace and let it begin with the way I choose to live.”  

10. Students, in unison, speak the statement, loudly.

11. Everyone sings along with the Beatles, “Give Peace a Chance.”  Project words on overhead screen for all to see.

	Belief System


	About Peace
	How to Have Peace

	Aboriginal Spirituality
	Let there be peace, Great Spirit, and let me not judge another until I have walked a mile in his/her moccasins.  This way we will find peace.


	Whatever we do to the web of life, we do to ourselves.

	Baha’i
	War is death, while peace if life.
	Blessed are those who prefer others before themselves.



	Buddhism
	There is no happiness greater than peace.
	Hurt not others in ways you yourself find hurtful.



	Christianity
	Blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be called the children of G/god.


	Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.

	Confucian Philosophy
	Seek peace to be in harmony

with all your neighbours; live in peace with all people.


	The maxim of lifelong loving kindness: do not do unto others what you would not have them do unto you.



	Gandhian Philosophy
	Seven blunders that lead to violence: wealth without work, pleasure without conscience, knowledge without character, commerce without morality, science without humanity, worship without sacrifice, politics without principles.


	Follow the path of ahimsa (no harm to any life)

	Hinduism
	Without meditation, where is peace? Without peace, where is happiness?
	Meditate and do not do unto others which would cause pain if done to you.

	Islam
	G/god will guide people to peace if they will heed G/god.
	No one is a believer until they desire for others that which they desire for themselves.



	Jainism


	All people should live in peace with their neighbours. This is the desire of G/god.
	In happiness and in suffering, in joy and in sorrow, regard all creatures as you would regard yourself.



	Judaism
	Blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be called the children of G/god.


	What is hateful to you do not do to your fellow humans. 

	Shinto
	Let the Earth be free from troubled people and live at peace under the protection of the Divine.


	The divine nature of each person gives before it receives.

	Sikhism
	Only in the name of a G/god do we find peace.
	Be not estranged of one another for a G/god dwells in every heart.



	Taoism
	The wise esteem peace and quiet above all else.
	Kindness to others is the law of the wise.



	Unitarian Universality
	Justice, equity and compassion in all relations will lead to peace.
	Respect the inherent worth and dignity of each person and form of life.



	Wicca
	There is peace when the G/god and the G/goddess with each are in harmony and balance.


	Celebrate Life and develop a deeper personal enjoyment with the mysteries of Life.

	Zoroastrian
	I will sacrifice to peace all those whose breath is friendly.
	Human nature is only good when it does not do unto others what is not good for its own sake.


“Let the different Faiths exist, let them flourish and let the glory of God be sung in all the languages and in a variety of tunes. Respect the differences between the Faiths and recognize them as valid as long as they do not extinguish the flame of unity.”

“The motive behind the formation and propagation of the different faiths was the same.  The founders were all persons filled with love and wisdom. Their goal was the same. None had the design to divide, disturb or destroy. They sought to train the passions and the emotions, to educate the impulses and direct the faculty of reason to paths beneficial to the individual and society.”


“Welcome all religions as kith and kin.”

“The Vedas are the grandfather, Buddhism is the son, Christianity is the grandson, and Islam is the great-grandson. If there is any misunderstanding between them it is just a family affair. The ancestral property, of which all are co-sharers, is the same.”
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