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by Don Woodside 
 

A ward winning documentary film 
maker Sarah Zammit and 

Conscience Canada have produced a 
new DVD on conscientious objection 
to military taxation. Featured in the 
documentary are six prominent 
Canadians, including current and 
former MPs as well as one former 
justice of the BC Supreme Court. 
From the DVD here are a few 
excerpts: 
 
Thomas Berger, famous for the 
Berger Inquiry into the Mackenzie 
Valley Pipeline, talks about 
citizenship and responsibility.  
   Justice Berger argued the 
Conscience Canada case in an 
application at the Supreme Court in 
1990:  
   “We argued that under the Charter 
of Rights everyone enjoys freedom of 
conscience. That this requirement to 
pay taxes that would in some part go 
to warlike purposes was a violation of 
the conscience...It would not have 
been that difficult in the age of 
computers to make sure that their 
money didn’t go to warlike activities 
and instead went to peaceful 
activities”. He extended the argument 
to minority rights. “… the 
fundamental rights of minorities have 
to be preserved; that is just as vital to 
democracy as the idea that the 

majority rules...And I think that the 
right of conscience is one of them.”  
   He said, “there are citizens who say 
to themselves, I am conscientiously 
opposed to violence, and I am making 
a personal choice based on my 
conscience to withhold taxes that 
would otherwise go to military 
purposes…It’s still a vital issue for 
thousands of people”. 
 
Bill Siksay, NDP MP from BC, 
sponsor of the bill for COs: 
“I think there is strong underlying 
support across the country for people 
who take a strong stand in relation to 
peace issues and who do that out of a 
position of conscience. I think that 
there is a huge wellspring of support 
and goodwill out there we can draw 
on when we actually come to the 
debate.” 
   “Recognizing conscience stimulates 
the discussion more broadly…
whether we need an armed forces, 
whether we should have an armed 
forces that is entirely dedicated to 
peacekeeping…” 
   He sees a need for a critical mass of 
COs to show their support; “It would 
be good if the people who believed in 
this option signed on to the campaign 
and tested the diversion to the account 
that is already in existence as a way of 
showing that there is broader support 
in the community for this kind of 
option”. 

Honourable Jean Augustine, a 
former Liberal cabinet minister from 
Toronto who supported this 
legislation, talks about the possibility 
of redirecting taxes within our 
government system.  

( see DOCUMENTARY, pg. 2) 
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CANADIANS from page 1 
 
“I would like to see my tax dollars spent 
otherwise and if there was true 
equality…within the system then there 
could be some way to give voice to 
someone who is saying maybe I don’t 
want my tax dollars to go over there.”  
   About reliance on military conflict 
solving she said: “How can we bring  
more people in there who can mediate, 
who can talk conflict resolution…” 
   She supported the COs private 
member’s legislation; “it was Alexa 
McDonough who decided to put 
forward a private members bill dealing 
with CO’s and I think it was a tax 
fairness angle I was willing to support 
that because I think we need to have 

that discussion…” She describes the 
obstacles to legislation as legislators 
fear of setting precedents, and the lack  
of large numbers of supporters for a CO 
bill, and concludes, “But at the same 
time I think it’s worth, this is a serious 
issue…I mean peace in our world has to 
be right there…” 
 
Jane Pritchard, a family doctor in 
Toronto and a longstanding Christian 
Peacemaker Teams reservist, who has 
travelled on CPT missions to Israel and 
the West Bank, Iraq, and several other 
locations.   
   She talked about CPT’s  experience in 
the West Bank and Iraq. CPT “puts 
people who are really committed to 
non-violence in situations of conflict in 
order to prevent violence…” As one 
encounters obstacles, she said, “one 
uses one’s creative energy instead of 
ways to crush the enemy…”  She would 
never endorse military force, not even 
in Rwanda; “when Rwanda took place, I 
mean if there had been what CPT is 
asking for…a standing army of a 
hundred thousand people who are 
trained and skilled in nonviolent 
techniques…that could really throw a 
wrench in the machinery of evil…that’s 
the vision…”. If a percentage of the 
military budget were devoted to non-
violence, “academies would develop 
where the type of training that CPT 
does and other nonviolent peace teams 
use…could be extended.”  
 
Joshua Goldberg, a former board 
member of Conscience Canada talks 
about his experience being a 
conscientious objector to military 
taxation. 
   “If I don’t believe in war and I’m not 
willing to actually fight in a war then 
it’s morally and ethically wrong for me 
to pay for others to have to go do 
that...When I heard there was an option 
to withdraw the military portion of my 
tax money, that was really exciting to 
me because that was something that I 
could do that wouldn’t leave me feeling, 
oh its so big, I’m powerless…” 
   He said when  asked about 

consequences:  “there’s been nothing 
other than a sense of gratification and 
satisfaction knowing I am doing 
this...It’s been really easy and kind of 
comical because people are often so 
afraid about taxes and getting a tax 
audit…but it’s actually been a really 
easy straightforward process…Just 
some correspondence from Revenue 
Canada saying they still consider me 
owing that portion of tax…” 
   The support of CC “ has been really 
valuable…there are many others who 
are doing the same thing as me helps me 
feel that it is an action that has the 
potential to have a really positive 
impact…just to talk to people to find 
out what is realistically involved…” 
   He expressed concern about the 
impact of war on military personnel. 
“There is this group of people who have 
to go and do incredibly dangerous and 
stressful, violent and traumatic 
work…”. Civilians believe, “We can 
just go about our lives and never think 
about it. If they [military] are harmed by 
having to harm other people well that’s 
too bad but we all need that…” But, he 
reflects, “if we are to have a peaceful 
world then we all need to share in how 
we deal with conflicts…” 
  
Bruna Nota, president of Conscience 
Canada, on how to object to military 
taxation.  
   “This action is more than legitimate. 
If our conscience is really violated by 
being obliged to pay for violence… it is 
our duty to object to paying those 
taxes.”  
   She sees the action of tax redirection 
as an opportunity for education: “in the 
course of that one withholding I spoke 
with half a dozen different people who 
were all enlightened to the fact that, yes, 
that makes sense…” Educating 
neighbours, MPs, bureaucrats, bank 
managers, she says, is all part of the 
work. Bruna also expands on the 
practical issues of implementing 
conscientious taxation, such as payroll 
deductions and the use of the Peace Tax 
Return.  

  

Documentary Profiles Peace Tax Initiative 

 
This newsletter is produced by 
Conscience Canada, a non-
governmental organization which 
has worked since 1978 to: 
* increase Canadians’ awareness 
of the connection between taxes 
and war 
* divert taxes away from war 
* support creative nonviolent con-
flict prevention and resolution 
* promote conscientious objection 
legislation 
 
The views expressed in this news-
letter are those of the authors and 
do not necessarily reflect the posi-
tions of Conscience Canada. An 
electronic version of this newslet-
ter is available. Please let us know 
your preference. 
 
Conscience Canada 
901-70 Mill Street 
Toronto, Ontario 
M5A 4R1 
Telephone: 416.203.1402 
Email: conscience-
canada@shaw.ca 
Website: http://
www.consciencecanada.ca 

Conscience Canada  
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Koozma J. Tarasoff writes of a 
simple tale of one man choosing 
conscience over profit.  

 

S ome people are persuaded to go to 
war and follow the drum of 

patriotism in defence of one's country. 
Others refuse to follow the herd 
because their conscience dictates that 
killing another human being is contrary 
to everything that they have been 
taught in a civil society; they follow 
the moral code of 'Thou shalt not kill.' 
   Those who refuse to take the gun 
usually take one of several paths. To 
totally refuse to cooperate with the 
government in going to war, facing 
incarceration in prison, sometimes 
torture and beatings is one path. 
Another is to accept alternative service 
in some civilian non killing activity 
such as building roads or fighting 
forest fires. For those who are farmers, 
paying to the Red Cross may be an 
option. Still another choice is to follow 
the example of Conscience Canada and 
refuse to pay that portion of taxes that 
go to the military. 
   Early in January 2007, a Doukhobor* 
friend from Saskatchewan sent me the 
following story of his son who is an 
entrepreneur with a conscience. 
   “I now want to share with you my 
pride and respect for my son Kim. I 
was sitting in his office last week and 
he says to me, ‘Dad, I received an 
order from the Canadian military; they 
want me to produce several thousand 
military badges. What do you think 
Dad?’  
   “Needless to say I was taken aback 
because the order is for many 
thousands of dollars. I then said to him 
the order represents a lot of money that 
you can use.  
   “‘Dad, I know and I have made a 

decision. I will not manufacture these 
badges because they promote the 
military that I am totally against. It is 
more important to me and my family to 
know the principles I stand for than 
this money. So I will inform them of 
my decision.’ 
   “We sat silent for awhile and it took 
all my will power not to shed tears. He 
did inform his family and they were 
supportive. So my friend, is it not 
gratifying to know that there are people 
like Kim in this world whose actions 
follow their beliefs?  
   “Kim, you are a hero for taking such 
a principled high road stand and for 
refusing to contribute to the war effort. 
Instead, you are helping to create a non 
killing society. Three cheers for a 
renaissance man of conscience!” 
   The last word goes to Kim himself, 
who wrote in response to this 
article:  “If each factory owner refused 
to produce weapons, there would not 
be any. So if you own a factory that 
produces a million guns then are you 

not responsible for the lives lost? How 
many people would not have been 
killed if those weapons were never 
made? It is not so easy to kill with your 
own hands because your conscience 
will get hold of you.” 
 
 
Born in Saskatchewan, Koozma J. 
Tarasoff is a scholar who has studied 
and written extensively about the 
Doukhobor social movement in 
Canada, USA and the former Soviet 
Union. His website www.spirit-
wrestlers.com  provides a link to the 
past and the present. He believes that 
the accumulated wisdom of the elders, 
the struggle of the Spirit within one's 
own heart, and the challenge of 
adhering to the principle of non-
violence in an increasingly violent 
world are issues as timely today as 
they were over a hundred years ago 
when 7000 Russian dissidents burnt 
their guns and then settled on the 
Canadian prairies.  

An Act of Conscience 

*The 7000 dissident Russian Doukhobors in 1895 burnt their guns and swords in a mass demonstration to the world to get rid 
of the institution of militarism and war once and for all. They suffered severe repression from the tzarist government of the 
time, and with the help of Leo Tolstoy and others, including some Quakers, were able to immigrate to Canada, where they 
were assured their right to conscientious objection would be respected. 



 

Conscience Canada - Spring 2007 #92 4 

 
 

Conscience Canada provides a positive 
option for conscientious objectors to 
military taxation who can use the 
Peace Tax Return (PTR) included in 

this newsletter to make sure the federal 
government (through the Canada 
Revenue Agency)  knows that we want 
the option to redirect military taxes 
towards peaceful pursuits. Feel free to 
ask us for more copies of the PTR, or 
you can download it from the CC 
website, www.consciencecanada.ca/
taxes. 
   We also suggest you write letters to 
parliamentarians, especially party 
leaders and the Ministers of Finance 
and Revenue. You can write to any 
MP, postage free, at: name, House of 
Commons, Ottawa, ON, K1A 0A6 or, 

by e-mail by using this formula: <first 
five letters of last name first initial of 
1st name@parl.gc.ca> so, for instance, 
for Bill Siksay, the MP who has 
repeatedly introduced the CO bill into 
the House, it is siksab@parl.gc.ca . 
You can find out names and contact 
information for MPs by calling the 
Reference Canada # in the blue pages 
of your phone book: 1-800-622-6232.  
   The excerpts from COMT letters on 
the next page show some of the 
different approaches people can take in 
writing letters.  
 

CC at International Conference 
Woltersdorf Hosts Conscience and Peace Tax Activists from Four Continents 

By Huberte Gautreau CC’s 
board member in Moncton, NB 
 
I was able to represent CC at the Nov. 
2006 meeting of the CPTI (Conscience 
and Peace Tax International), held in 
Woltersdorf near Berlin, Germany. 
There were 65 participants, mostly 
from Europe, with some from North 
America, Africa and Asia. The 
Ghanaan and Eritrean participants 
helped to bring into perspective the 
role of the small armaments industry in 
the current wars raging in Africa. 
   Derek Brett, the CPTI representative 
to the United Nations at Geneva, sum-
marised his impressive study of consci-
entious objection around the world. 
(See: http://cpti.ws/cpti_docs/brett/
intro.html.)  
   While, in most countries, traditional 
conscription is less prevalent than for-
merly, there is still a need to recognize 
the rights of military personnel who 
become war resisters or conscientious 
objectors during their service.  
   Financial conscription through our 
taxes is more important than ever, 
given the extremely high costs of en-
gaging in the arms race and equipping 
professional armies.  
   Special prominence was given to 
Britain’s Peace Tax Seven, who con-
tinue with their efforts to gain full legal 

recognition for conscientious objection 
to military taxes. The next CPTI meet-
ing, in 2008, will be held in the UK, 
which should help draw attention to 
their case.  
   In the meantime, we can all contrib-
ute to their efforts by checking out the 
website www.peacetaxseven.com .  
   Their case appears to have real mo-
mentum, with support from about 80 
UK MPs and 20 Members of the Euro-
pean Parliament. The members of the 
"Peace Tax Seven" face personal liabil-
ity for legal costs in the $100,000 
range, so are grateful for any donations 
and publicity of their case. They hope 
their witness will help to develop 
awareness of how we all fund death, 
carnage and destruction through our 
taxes. 
   Christian Bartlof, chair of the Gandhi 

Information Center in Berlin, invited 
us to sign the Manifesto against con-
scription and the military system at 
www.themanifesto.info/
manifesto.htm .  
   This document has its roots in earlier 
declarations, dating back to 1926, 
which have been signed by prominent 
thinkers such as Albert Einstein, Ma-
hatma Gandhi, Leo Tolstoy, Rabin-
dranath Tagore. More recently, others 
such as Judith Malina and Hanon 
Reznikov of New York’s Living Thea-
tre, the Jewish Peace Fellowship, film-
maker Bernardo Bertolucci and Afri-
can musician Boubacar Taore (aka Kar 
Kar) have signed the new manifesto. 
   Most CPTI meetings have been held 
in Europe but in 2012 we hope to be 
able to take our turn! 

Tax Time – 2007   



 
Conscience Canada 

Peace Tax Return 2006 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



THE PEACE TAX RETURN: A Declaration of Objection to Military Taxes 
 

Who is this form for? 
This form is for those persons who object to military spending on grounds of principle/conscience and wish to 
declare their objection to the Canadian government. It is not an official Income Tax and Benefit Return form but we 
hope that a version of this form will one day be part of the official form produced by Canada Revenue Agency.    
 
How to fill in your Peace Tax Return 
The form is in two parts: A and B. Please complete Part A OR Part B by signing and dating the declaration. 
 

Part A: for those who pay no income tax at all or have a refund owed to them by Revenue 
Canada. Part A is also for individuals who do not wish to withhold or divert that proportion of the 
federal government expenditures used by the Department of National Defence.  

Part A 

 
Instructions for Part A: After signing and dating the declaration in Part A, please mail the form along with your 
Income Tax and Benefit Return form to the Tax Services Office nearest you. Please tear out the coupon below. 
Mail it to Conscience Canada to let us know you have done this so we can record your objection to military taxation. 
 

Part B: for those persons whose principles/conscience direct them to divert the percentage (or a 
symbolic portion) of their taxes that contribute to military spending. Since the Canadian 
government does not currently recognize conscientious objection to military taxation as a legal 
right, withholding or diverting taxes due is likely to result in a variety of responses from CRA.  

Part B 

 
Instructions for Part B:  
1. After completing your official Income Tax form down to Balance Due, go back to Net Federal Tax Line and 

calculate 7.9% (Department of National Defence – Public Accounts of Canada expenditures 2005/06) of the 
amount you entered on this line. Deduct this amount (the 7.9%) from your cheque to be sent to the Receiver 
General. If you have chosen to divert a symbolic sum, deduct this amount. 

2. Write a cheque for this amount to “Conscience Canada Peace Tax Fund” and send it to Conscience Canada 
(address below). CC will hold this money in trust and will return it to you at any time at your request. Please 
specify if you wish the interest on your deposit to be kept segregated or if CC can use it for its operations.  

3. After signing and dating the declaration in Part B, return or mail the Peace Tax Return form along with your 
Income Tax and Benefit Return form to the Tax Centre or Tax Services Office nearest you. 

 
Copies to the Minister of Finance and other MPs 
We encourage you to send a copy of your Peace Tax Return along with a letter to the Minister of Finance 
explaining why you wish to have your taxes supporting peace rather than killing. We also encourage you to send 
copies of your letter (postage free to House of Commons, Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6, or via email) to the Minister of 
Revenue, to all Party Leaders, and to your MP. Contact info can be found at http://www.consciencecanada.ca. 
 
Conscience Canada’s Peace Tax Trust Fund 
Until a Conscientious Objection Tax Act is passed into legislation, Conscience Canada, a non-profit, volunteer-
based group, provides a positive option for Conscientious Objectors to Military Taxation. By directing the military 
portion of your taxes (or a symbolic portion) into Conscience Canada’s Peace Tax Trust Fund, you send a message 
to the Canadian government that you want your taxes to be used for peace, not war.  
 

 

Yes! I object to paying for war and want my taxes to work for peace 
 

 I have completed Part A of Conscience Canada’s Peace Tax Return and have mailed a copy to the Canada 
Revenue Agency with my 2006 Income Tax and Benefit Return form. 

 I have informed my MP, the Minister of Finance, the Minister of Revenue, the Prime Minister, and the 
leaders of the Opposition parties of my objection to military taxation and my desire for peace tax legislation. 

 

 Name:        Date: 
 

 Address: 
 
 
 

Return to Conscience Canada, 901-70 Mill Street, Toronto, ON M5A 4R1  

 

http://www.consciencecanada.ca/


Attention: This is not an official Canada Revenue Agency form. This form is produced by Conscience Canada. 2006

Peace Tax Return 
Identification 

 
For Canada Revenue Agency use only – 

do not use this area 
 

Received  

Action taken Date 

Reply sent  

Copy to Minister of Finance  
  

Instructions: Please carefully read the instructions included with this form and then complete EITHER Part A 
OR Part B by signing and dating the statement that applies to you. 

 If you complete Part A please return or mail this form, along with your Income Tax and Benefit Return 
form, to the Tax Centre or Tax Services Office nearest you. As noted in the instruction form, please tear 
out the coupon on the opposite page and mail it to Conscience Canada. 

 A • I claim the right of conscience under the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms to refuse to pay that 
portion of my income tax which contributes to the preparation for and the execution of war. 

• I am deeply offended by having my taxes conscripted to pay for capital-intensive modern warfare. 
• I request that legislation be enacted to create a government controlled Peace Fund, into which that portion 

of my taxes used for military purposes may be placed. 
• I believe that non-military peace building initiatives are more effectual, cost effective, and will not offend my 

conscience/principles or deny my human rights. 
• Please recognize my human right to exercise my conscientious objection to war by ensuring that none of my 

taxes are used for military purposes. 
 

Signature: _____________________________________________  Date: __________________  

 If you complete Part B please return or mail this form, along with your Income Tax and Benefit Return 
form, to the Tax Centre or Tax Services Office nearest you. Make out a cheque for the diverted income 
tax amount to Conscience Canada Peace Tax Fund in Trust and send it to Conscience Canada. As 
noted in the form instructions, there may be legal and financial consequences to redirecting the military 
portion (or symbolic portion) of your taxes. 

 B • I claim the right of conscience under the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms to refuse to pay that 
portion of my income tax which contributes to the preparation for and the execution of war. 

• I am deeply offended by having my taxes conscripted to pay for capital-intensive modern warfare. 
• I believe in paying all of my taxes but on grounds of conscience I am diverting $_______ of owed federal tax 

for tax year 2006 to the Peace Tax Fund in Trust of Conscience Canada until such time as legislation 
permits me to place it in a government controlled Peace Fund. This amount represents either the full 
calculation of the military part of my income tax (7.9% of federal tax) or a symbolic portion of it. 

• I believe that non-military peace building initiatives are more effectual, cost effective, and will not offend my 
conscience/principles or deny my human rights. 

• Please recognize my human right to exercise my conscientious objection to war by ensuring that none of my 
taxes are used for military purposes. 
 

Signature: _____________________________________________  Date: __________________  

Name 
 

Mailing address: Apt. No. – Street No.  Street Name 
 

P.O. Box R. R. 
 

City Prov./Terr. Postal code 
   

  
   

      
       

Part A 

Part B 



 
THE PEACE TAX RETURN: A Declaration of Objection to Military Taxes 
 
In the fiscal year 2005-06 Canada spent almost $14,700,000,000 (7.9% of federal taxes) on the military1, making 
Canada the seventh-highest spender in NATO. The nature of warfare has changed, from the conscription of military 
personnel to fight in wars to the conscription of taxpayers to pay for wars. Conscientious objectors do not want to 
avoid paying taxes. Rather, they want all their taxes to be used for the common good, to meet human needs and to 
encourage peace building initiatives. While some conscientious objectors are complete pacifists, others support the 
development of a policing style of peacekeeping under civilian/UN control where every instance of the use of force 
must be justified. 
  
Conscience Canada believes in the need for security for Canada and all people of the world. However we have 
seen repeatedly throughout history how military force and wars have not succeeded in bringing real and lasting 
peace and security. Conscience Canada’s position is that peace-building, peace-making, and peace-keeping would 
be better served by separate non-military services, whose training, organization and equipment are specifically for 
peaceful purposes. Canada could play a real 
leadership role by devoting its resources to 
these alternatives to violence and war. 
 
Canada’s good international reputation has 
been earned mainly through its peacekeeping 
operations under UN authority. But as shown 
in the graph, Canada has decreased its 
peacekeeping commitment over the years.2 
 
Currently, almost all of Canada's military 
involvement in overseas missions is focused 
on fighting insurgents in Afghanistan. Project expenses for 2006-07 for all current Canadian UN peacekeeping 
missions totals $6.2 million, compared with a projection of $1.4 billion for Canadian military engagement in 
Afghanistan during 2006-07.2 Conscience Canada supports a "Third Option" for Canada developed by McMaster 
University Centre for Peace Studies.3 This "Third Option" calls for us to concentrate our work in Afghanistan to 
promote healthy social and physical infrastructures and negotiation between government and insurgents, unlike our 
current mission, which undermines the chances for peace at great cost to human lives.  

Canadian Military Personnel involved in UN Peacekeeping 
Missions as of Aug. 31st 1991 & 2006 
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1149
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Civilian Peace Services could be initially set up with only a fraction of the present military expenditures. With only 
slightly over $1,000,000 in 2005, Christian Peacemaker Teams was able to send volunteers trained to deter 
violence and human rights abuses to at least five different global areas of conflict.4 

  
In addition, we know that environmental degradation and shortage of resources exacerbate conflicts, so we would 
enhance our overall security by investing in ecological sustainability. For instance, it would cost $430 per person 
per year to prevent the most disastrous effects of climate change by cutting greenhouse gas emissions.5 This is 
about $60 less per person per year than Canada currently spends on the military. 
 
(1) Minister of Public Works and Government Services Canada (2006), Public Accounts of Canada, Vol. 2: Details of expenses and revenues, 

Ottawa: Author, http://www.pwgsc.gc.ca/recgen/pdf/v2pa06-e.pdf  
(2) Staples, S. (2006), Marching orders: How Canada abandoned peacekeeping – And why the UN needs us now more than ever,  

Ottawa: Council of Canadians, http://www.canadians.org/peace/issues/Marching_Orders 
(3) Santa Barbara, J. (2006), A ‘third option’ for Canada in Afghanistan, Peace Magazine, 22(4), http://www.peacemagazine.org/archive/ 

v22n4p08.htm 
(4) Christian Peacemaker Teams (2006), Year in review, http://www.cpt.org/annreport/2005/YearinReviewFYE2006.php 
(5) Stern, N. (2006). Stern review on the economics of climate change. London: Cabinet Office, HM Treasury.  
 

Why not join us and have your taxes work for peace? 
 
 
 

For more information, contact Conscience Canada  
901-70 Mill Street, Toronto, ON M5A 4R1  416-203-1402 
consciencecanada@shaw.ca  http://www.consciencecanada.ca   

 

http://www.pwgsc.gc.ca/recgen/pdf/v2pa06-e.pdf
http://www.canadians.org/peace/issues/Marching_Orders/
http://www.peacemagazine.org/archive/%20v22n4p08.htm
http://www.peacemagazine.org/archive/%20v22n4p08.htm
http://www.cpt.org/annreport/2005/YearinReviewFYE2006.php
mailto:consciencecanada@shaw.ca
http://www.consciencecanada.ca/
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The following excerpts are from 
letters by Conscientious 
Objectors to Military Taxation. 
Letter writing is a simple and 
effective way to get the 
message of conscientious 
objection to decision makers 
and people of influence.  

 
"...I continue to oppose violence 
against humans in my personal life to 
the best of my ability. I have 
personally worked in the Canadian 
justice system as an educator and still 
see how illiteracy is linked to crime in 
my current work as an adult literacy 
instructor. I have little doubt that a 
focus on education in a country such as 
Afghanistan, would decrease Taliban 
recruits drastically and effectively.  
I also oppose violence against our 
planet and our environment. I am 
aware of how our dependence on fossil 
fuels is driving our military 
involvement in places like 
Afghanistan. I am aware of how 
climate change is causing severe 
weather patterns and am deliberately 
cutting my personal use of fossil fuels. 
As you know, military operations 
themselves depend greatly on those 
fuels and contribute hugely to the 
greenhouse gas effect."  Elizabeth 
Plett, Winnipeg, MB, to the Hon. 
James M, Flaherty, Minister of 
Finance  
 
"...That said, I do not in any way 
oppose in principle the levying of 
taxes. I am aware they are an essential 
part of what makes our society 
humane. It is solely because I am as a 
Christian committed to peaceful and 
non-violent resolution of conflicts that 
I object to the payment of taxes 
earmarked for the military, especially 
at a time when Canada is becoming 
increasingly engaged in the war on 
terrorism (which appears to have 
served to further inflame and provoke 
terrorism), most especially in the 
recent shift to a more aggressive role 
in Afghanistan, I must protest the use 
of my funds for such purposes. I urge 

you and the government as a whole to 
take a different approach, and to do 
what you can to foster a spirit of 
understanding and a commitment to 
justice in international 
affairs."  Thomas R. Yoder Neufeld, 
Waterloo, ON 
 
"...Now I am appalled at the prospect 
that the money I earn, as a Christian 
physician who takes great care to 
preserve life, is being used by my 
government to kill -- to increase 
Canada¹s military presence in 
Afghanistan, for example.  Every day 
we hear reports about more ‘Taliban 
militants’ being shot and killed, as 

though this were a good thing, even if 
it were true. Every person is a child of 
God, and subject to judgment by God 
alone for taking life or failing to save 
it. Thus, according to my beliefs, even 
though I am not the one pulling the 
trigger, I am responsible for enabling 
others to pull the trigger, or drop the 
bomb, or place the land mine, or even 
manufacture it. " M. Jane Pritchard, 

M.D., Toronto, ON  
"...The Bush administration and large 
sections of the American public 
believe that their country is entitled to 
use military and economic power in 
any part of the world to protect its own 
interests (which seems to mean a 
steady flow of more than their fair 
share of the planet¹s resources).  It is 
my hope that Canada will lead the way 
into the new century with more up-to-
date ideas of security."  Ingrid Style, 
St. Hilaire, PQ 
 
"... I also object to the role of many 
Canadian businesses, such as L3 
Wescam in Burlington, Ontario. L3 is 
the U.S. defence contractor that owns 
Wescam which manufactures optical 
platforms that guide cruise missiles 
and unmanned Predator Drones that 
have acted as judge, jury and 
executioner in assassination operations 
of the U.S. military. Or partnerships 
like MaRS  ("Medical and Related 
Sciences")  where U.S.- based Battelle 
Memorial Institute, a top Pentagon and 
CIA contractor in biological, chemical, 
radiological and nuclear advanced 
weapons of mass destruction research 
is partnered with a downtown Toronto 
research institution linked to the 
University of Toronto. They are trying 
to produce an antibiotic-resistant strain 
of anthrax for military purposes. These 
government supported businesses 
profit from the manufacture of war 
materials which are and will into the 
future cause unspeakable misery for 
innocent civilians in war zones." 
Murray D. Lumley, Toronto ON  

Letters From Conscientious Objectors 

 
“...Even though I am 
not the one pulling the 
trigger, I am responsi-
ble for enabling others 
to pull the trigger, or 
drop the bomb, or 
place the land mine, or 
even manufacture it. "  

CC Website  
Revamped 
 

W ith Bill Bell, our web mas-
ter, we are happy to invite 

you to visit the revamped CC web 
site: www.consciencecanada.ca. 
Each page is meant to be action ori-
ented and easy to navigate. There 

are some hyperlinks still to be added 
and a number of other improve-
ments that will come as time allows 
(remember all of this is done on a 
volunteer basis). Please continue to 
send us all comments for its ongoing 
improvement. We count on your 
continued support and give a special 
thank you to Bill! 
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Book Review 
by Ed Abbott 
 
Life, Money and Illusion  
by Mike Nickerson  
 

M ike Nickerson, author of Life, 
Money and Illusion, is an active 

member of the Green Party who has 
been working for years to promote 
ecological and social sustainability. 
Indeed, in 2003, Parliament passed 
Motion M-385, encouraging the 
government to "develop... a set of 

social, environmental and economic 
indicators of [...] health and well-
being", thanks to Mike's work with his 
own (Liberal) MP and others.  
   He continues to work to replace GDP 
(Gross Domestic Product) which 
reflects the value of monetary 
expenditures, whether these are 
beneficial transactions or losses due to 
accidents, storms, war, etc., with a 
more useful measure of a country's 
well-being, such as the GPI (Genuine 
Progress Index). 
   It is deplorable the way the 
acquisition of material things has, 
largely through advertising, been sold 
to the populace as the measure of 
success and ultimate summum bonum 
of life, resulting in an ever widening 
gap between opulence and poverty.  
   As wealth and power are 
concentrated, corporations are able, in 
large measure, to control elections and 
governmental decisions to their 
advantage.  
   Glaring examples of this before us 
now are the wars in Afghanistan and 
Iraq which, despite the various 
justifications that have been introduced, 
were launched largely in the interests 
of oil companies. We are challenged to 
restore democracy. 
   This book not only analyses the 
problems we face, but indicates the 

changes necessary to meet the 
situation. I highly recommend this 
book as well as Lester Brown's Plan B-
2.0: Rescuing a Planet Under Stress 
and a Civilization in Trouble is 
available through www.earth-
policy.org. Nickerson's book can be 
ordered at www.SustainWellBeing.net 
or by calling (613) 259-9988. 
   This book review is contributed by 
long-time CC member Ed Abbott. Ed is 
a retired physician, now 90 years old, 
who was a 3rd year medical student in 
1943 when it was required that all 
able-bodies male students join the 
forces and continue their studies in 
uniform.  
   He writes: "I was one of two in the 
class who saw it as a violation 
of  conscience to so identify with the 
military even as a doctor and took the 
alternative of leaving  the course and 
going to Alternate Service camp to do 
pick and shovel road work on  what 
was to become the trans Canada 
highway.  While in the camp I learned 
of the Quaker initiative to get 
government to release some COs for 
relief work in China.  I applied and was 
able to join the Friends Ambulance 
Unit in China where I became part of a 
medical relief team.  After the war I 
was released to return and  finish 
medical training at U of T. "  

In Memoriam:  
 
Anatol Rapoport was highly influen-
tial in the peace movement for many 
years.  He died peacefully at Toronto 
General Hospital on January 20, 2007 
in his 96th year. A celebration of his 
life will take place in the spring; to be 
informed please email 
tony@braveform.com.  The family 
would be grateful for contributions to 
the Dr. Anatol Rapoport Scholarship 
Fund at the Trudeau Centre for Peace 
and Conflict Studies.  Please call 
(415) 978 2968 or email 
jim.lawson@utoronto.ca 
   As a scientist (Professor Emeritus, 
Psychology, U of Toronto; Professor, 

Math and Peace Conflict Studies, U 
of Toronto. Diploma, Vienna Acad-
emy of Music; PhD, U of Chicago; 
DHL, U of Western Michigan; LLD, 
U of Toronto; DS, Royal Military 
College; Ehrendoktor, U of Bern, 
Switzerland.) Anatol Rapoport was a 
major originator of conflict theory, 
game theory, and peace research. He 
was also a Peace activist and Presi-
dent, Science for Peace.  He leaves 
wife Gwen; children Anya, Alexander 
and wife Katherine, Anthony and 
partner Helen; grandchildren Leo and 
Erin.   
   In his book Certainties and Doubts: 
A Philosophy of Life, Black Rose 
Books, 2000, he wrote (p. 96): "What 
I was most disturbed by was the co-

optation of scientific talent by the 
military, by far the most generous 
dispenser of research funds. Never 
mind that the 'spread of information' 
project was a scandalous waste of 
time and money. Many of the funded 
projects did much more damage. 
They led to sensational and far-
reaching advances in techniques of 
mass destruction. They fed an eupho-
ria generated by the sense of power in 
the self-designated 'defence commu-
nity'. Coupled with this self-
congratulatory euphoria was a ration-
alization of science in the service of 
war, prevalent in the scientific com-
munity itself, which spread from the 
natural to the social sciences."  

Scientist, Activist Rapoport Dedicated Life To Peace  



 

Conscience Canada - Spring 2007 #92 7 

Letter To The 
Editor 
 
“Peace” is the Word 
 
I am responding to your article, "Federal 
Department of Peace: Update" by Bill 
Bhaneja, in the Autumn 2006 issue. I 
passionately endorse the concept of a 
federal Department of Peace as outlined 
in the article, and applaud those who 
have the time and energy to invest in 
taking the lead to move it forward to 
reality. I would add that I do not excuse 
myself from helping, as best my 
personal resources will permit. At the 
very least, all of us can talk about this 
idea with our friends and neighbours. 
Raising awareness is always the first 
step. 

   However, I would strongly urge that 
we do not water down the name of the 
proposed department. The word "peace" 
is one of the most powerful and widely 
encompassing we could use. Unless we 
wish to limit ourselves to a very narrow 
mandate for the department, we should 
definitely not adopt another title, such as 
those suggested as alternatives: 
peacebuilding, human security, or 
disarmament. Each of these can too 
easily be interpreted in a way to side-
track the public, especially "human 
security." What atrocities have been and 
are being committed in the name of 
"human security"!  
   But everyone in the world knows what 
Peace means. You cannot make or 
maintain peace if you or your 
government are killing people, 
desecrating the environment, plundering 
finite resources or holding the world's 
poor hostage to greed and power. If 

some think that the word Peace is too 
"soft," then we had better get on our 
horses and do something about it. We 
need to get out the message that the 
promotion of peace requires courage, 
strength, commitment, and a lot of hard 
work. We also need to present the 
concept very forthrightly - that making 
militarism and all the fall-out associated 
with it redundant is perfectly possible. 
We are not pie-in-the-sky idealists. 
Actually, we have our priorities right - 
we have first identified our ideals, based 
on our personal spiritual and moral 
understanding of our responsibility to 
our planet and all who dwell therein, and 
are working to translate that into real, 
practical solutions. Doing so in that 
order, we will be building on a rock-
solid foundation. Which means that we 
will succeed. 
 
Daphne Davey, Long Creek - PEI 

 
CONSCIENCE CANADA  2007 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (AGM) –  

OFFICIAL NOTICE  
 

The present AGM Notice, included in the newsletter and sent to all the members' address Conscience 
Canada has on record, constitutes the official notice, as required by the Conscience Canada Inc. by-laws. 
We hope to see many of you.  Let us know if you want to receive a copy of the by-laws electronically or by mail.  
 
Date and time: Sunday, 25 March 2007, 1.30 p.m. 
Place: Hamilton Monthly Meeting  7 Butty Place - Hamilton ON L8S 2R5  
 
Agenda:  
I.   Approval of the Minutes of the 2006 AGM (available upon request) 
II.  Review of the work done by Conscience Canada during the year; 
III. Election or confirmation of board members.  The four officer positions required by our by-laws are: President, 
Vice-President, Treasurer, Secretary, in addition there can be Board members at large. Standing for re-election are: 
Louise Dixon, Huberte Gautreau, Murray Lumley, Bruna Nota, Jan Slakov, Don Woodside. 
IV. Presentation and Approval of the 2006 financial statements - (available upon request) 
V. Appointment of auditors for 2007.  
VI. Other business  
 
Join us for the screening of the CC DVD ‘Working For Peace... Stop Paying for War!’ following the business meet-
ing. If you cannot attend the meeting in person, PLEASE send your proxy below for your vote by post 
or e-mail: consciencecanada@shaw.ca 
 

------------------------------------------------------------- -------------------------------------------------------    
  
I (Please Print) ______________________________, a member in good standing of Conscience Canada, 
do hereby grant my proxy vote for the March 25, 2007 Annual General Meeting of Conscience Canada to: 
(Please Print) ________________ or in their absence to any director of CC.  
 
Signature____________________________ 
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T he spark for a Conscience Can-
ada (CC) DVD came when 

Bruna Nota was doing a presentation 
on conscientious objection to mili-
tary taxation (COMT) to a group of 
high school teachers in the winter of 
2006, and was asked for audio visual 
resources which they might use in 
their classes. When we looked at our 
library of CC videos, they were all 
very dated. We decided that in order 
to reach out to younger, more diverse 
groups a short, inspirational DVD 
was needed. The funding was raised 
thanks to the Canadian Friends Ser-
vice Committee and the Blumenfeld 
Fund, and from a very generous indi-
vidual donor. 
   One of our board members, Joshua 
Goldberg, put us in touch with film-
maker Sarah Zammit, winner of a 
‘Hot Docs’ award for her documen-
tary ‘Hogtown, the Politics of Polic-
ing’. We are tremendously grateful 
to Sarah for educating us and volun-
teering her time, and to her husband 
Rakesh Sidana who did the filming. 
Theresa Rothenbush, a new film 
school grad was keen to have the 
opportunity to work with Sarah and 
filmed the BC footage also pro bono. 
   Sarah focused on the human inter-
est aspect and collectively we agreed 
on a plan for a 10 minute film made 
of clips from interviews with six 
prominent Canadians was decided 
upon (see article ‘Prominent Canadi-
ans Speak Out’).   

   Sarah, Bruna and myself are con-
tinuing to work together to shape the 
DVD during post-production. Ini-
tially, Sarah went through all the 
transcripts, pulling out themes and 
looking for a concept to tie it to-
gether. She continues to consult with 
Bruna and I as to the content. When 
we are all satisfied with the script, 
Sarah begins her work with an editor, 
where they decide what works on 
screen; and make any additions of 
music, background shots, and video 
inserts from other sources. 
   Prior to the filming in late Novem-
ber the process of planning publicity 
had already begun. we began to plan 
publicity; distribution to NGOs and 
to our members for screening, a me-
dia blitz, and posting it on YouTube. 
We found it was much harder than 
expected to find an affordable publi-
cist with time available. We started 
by contacting several hundred NGOs 
and religious bodies to encourage 
them to show the DVD or advertise it 
to their members. We are planning a 
media blitz at the time of the DVD’s 
release. 
   At the same time we are promoting 
the Peace Tax Return (PTR). It is the 
ideal companion to the video, be-
cause it offers everyone an opportu-
nity to show support for COMT by 
filling it out and sending it in with 
their taxes, whether they want to 
redirect military taxes or not. We 
count on each one of you to publicize 
both the PTR and the DVD. Please 
let us know how we can help you do 
so to create the maximum possible 
impact. 
   The expected release of the DVD is 
in late March/early April. Please go 
to www.consciencecanada.ca for the 
update on the exact date of release.  

“Work for Peace...Stop 
Paying For War” 

The Making of a Conscience Canada DVD 

CC is on the  
Zine Scene 

Zines Attract Younger Audi-
ences To Peace Initiatives  

T hanks to the ideas and energy 
of Lisa Martens, CC is in-

creasing its efforts to reach out to a 
more diverse and younger audience 
with specific material. These enter-
taining and succinct info-booklets 
or ‘zines’ will give readers step-by-
steo instructions on how to do Con-
scientious Objection to Military 
Taxes, and describe some of the 
consequences and rationale for such 
action. Designed by the editors of 
Geez Magazine, these booklets will 
give you basic, practical informa-
tion and point readers toward more 
resources and peace-minded people.  
   Please let CC know if you would 
like some to distribute. For more 
information please visit the CC 
website at 

Serge Mongeau 
Leads Quebec 

Peace Tax Group 

S erge 
Mongeau 

(pictured) has 
been a consci-
entious objec-
tor to military 
taxation since 
1987 and is 
one of the 
original foun-
ders of the Quebec-based peace tax 
group, NIPP. An article entitled 
"L'adepte de la simplicité volontaire 
refuse de financer la 
guerre" (voluntary simplicity enthu-
siast refuses to pay for war) by jour-
nalist Taïeb Moalla was featured in 
the Sunday editions of the Journal 
de Québec and the Journal de Mon-
tréal on Jan. 7, 2007. 

by Don Woodside 
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